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Practical   standards  of  competence  or  
professional  qual if ications  for  application  of  
Authorised  Economic  Operator  [“AEO”]  under  
the  proposed  Union  Customs  Code  (“UCC”)  

Brussels,  May  2015  

  
 

  
  
DIGITALEUROPE,   the   voice   of   the   European   digital   industry   would   like   to   clarify   whether   a   company,   with  
multiple  European  sites  and/or  multiple  European  legal  entities,  will  be  able  to  wholly  or  partially  ‘umbrella’,  i.e.  
centralised  focused  responsibility,  under  a  single  competent  person,  for  example  within  their  European  HQ  or  
other  site,  their  requirement  to  meet  the  practical  standards  of  competence  or  professional  qualification  under  
AEO.  
  
UCC   Article   IA-­‐I-­‐2-­‐27   (123-­‐08-­‐IA)   clearly   sets   out   the   criteria   to   be   met   for   the   practical   standards   of  
competence  or  professional  qualifications  to  make  application,  or  renewal,  of  AEO.    These  criteria  may  be  open  
to   local   interpretation  or   further   revision.      The  practical   standards  of   competence  are  a  minimum  of  3   years  
practical   experience   on   customs  matters.      Professional   qualifications   are   required   to   be   consistent   with   the  
extent  of  the  involvement  in  customs  activities  and  covering  customs  legislation.    The  qualifications  need  to  be  
provided  by  a  recognised  establishment.      
  
It   is   unclear   within   the   practical   standards   required   for   AEO   authorisation   whether   a   person   can   act   in   the  
capacity  of  several  sites  and/or  several  legal  entities  within  their  European  group  and  therefore  Digital  Europe  
would  like  to  request  clarification.  In  addition  can  we  confirm  whether  clear  guidelines  will  be  published  on  how  
the  criteria  should  be  met.  
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For  more  information  please  contact:    
Diane  Mievis,  Senior  Policy  Manager  for  Global  Economic  Affairs  at  DIGITALEUROPE  
+32  2  609  53  10  or  diane.mievis@digitaleurope.org    
  

ABOUT  DIGITALEUROPE    
DIGITALEUROPE  represents  the  digital  technology  industry  in  Europe.  Our  members  include  some  of  the  world's  largest  
IT,   telecoms  and  consumer  electronics   companies  and  national   associations   from  every  part  of  Europe.  DIGITALEUROPE  
wants   European   businesses   and   citizens   to   benefit   fully   from   digital   technologies   and   for   Europe   to   grow,   attract   and  
sustain  the  world's  best  digital  technology  companies.  
  
DIGITALEUROPE   ensures   industry   participation   in   the   development   and   implementation   of   EU   policies.  
DIGITALEUROPE’s  members   include  58   corporate  members   and  37  national   trade   associations   from  across   Europe.  Our  
website  provides  further  information  on  our  recent  news  and  activities:  http://www.digitaleurope.org    
  

DIGITALEUROPE  MEMBERSHIP  
Corporate  Members     

Alcatel-­‐Lucent,   AMD,   Apple,   BlackBerry,   Bose,   Brother,   CA   Technologies,   Canon,   Cassidian,   Cisco,   Dell,   Epson,   Ericsson,  
Fujitsu,  Google,  Hitachi,  Hewlett   Packard,  Huawei,   IBM,   Ingram  Micro,   Intel,   iQor,   JVC  Kenwood  Group,   Konica  Minolta,  
Kyocera,   Lenovo,   Lexmark,   LG   Electronics,   Loewe,   Microsoft,   Mitsubishi   Electric   Europe,   Motorola   Mobility,   Motorola  
Solutions,   NEC,   Nokia,   Nvidia   Ltd.,   Océ,   Oki,   Oracle,   Panasonic   Europe,   Philips,   Pioneer,   Qualcomm,   Ricoh   Europe   PLC,  
Samsung,   SAP,   Schneider   Electric   IT   Corporation,   Sharp   Electronics,   Siemens,   Sony,   Swatch   Group,   Technicolor,   Texas  
Instruments,  Toshiba,  TP  Vision,  Western  Digital,  Xerox,  ZTE  Corporation.  

National  Trade  Associations     

Belarus:   INFOPARK  
Belgium:  AGORIA  
Bulgaria:   BAIT  
Cyprus:   CITEA  
Denmark:   DI  ITEK,  IT-­‐BRANCHEN  
Estonia:   ITL  
F inland:  FTTI  
France:  AFDEL,  Force  Numérique,  
SIMAVELEC    
Germany:  BITKOM,  ZVEI  

Greece:   SEPE  
Hungary:   IVSZ  
Ireland:  ICT  IRELAND  
Italy:  ANITEC  
Lithuania:  INFOBALT  
Netherlands:   Nederland  ICT,  FIAR    
Norway:  IKT  NORGE  
Poland:  KIGEIT,  PIIT  
Portugal:   AGEFE  
Romania:   ANIS,  APDETIC  

Slovakia:   ITAS  
Slovenia:   GZS  
Spain:   AMETIC  
Sweden:  Foreningen  
Teknikföretagen,  
IT&Telekomföretagen  
Switzerland:  SWICO  
Turkey:   ECID,  TESID,  TÜBISAD  
Ukraine:   IT  UKRAINE  
United  Kingdom:  techUK  

  
  


